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UNDEFEATED MEN’S WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL TEAM QUALIFIES 
FOR PARALYMPIC QUARTERFINALS ON DAY 3 AND REMAIN POISED 

FOR POOL B SUPREMACY; CANADIAN WOMEN CAPTURES FIRST 
WIN 

(LONDON) The combination of Canada’s passing game and scoring depth proved 
insurmountable for the Polish Men’s Wheelchair Basketball Team who fell to the 
Canadians 83-65 at North Greenwich Arena Saturday. With the win, Canada secures 
a berth into the quarterfinals with two preliminary round games remaining. They 
face Germany on Sunday at 3:15pm BST to decide which team will control Pool B.  

"We can't shut it down, can't lose the momentum. There are some good teams in the 
other pool and we want to make sure we play the fourth seeds. We don't want to 
make the next round more difficult than necessary. We've got to play better, too. We 
gave up a lot of points tonight. We've got to shore that up," said Team Canada player 
Patrick Anderson, of Fergus, Ontario. 

Once again Anderson was in a league of his own potting 34 points, 12 assists, and 9 
rebounds – all game highs. Richard Peter, of Vancouver, BC produced his best game 
to date adding 12 points, while Wonowon, BC’s Bo Hedges scored 9, and both David 
Eng, of Montreal, QC, and Toronto, Ontario’s Adam Lancia contributed eight. 

Canada’s ball moving ability was on display from the onset. They capitalized on a 12 
point run in the first quarter to establish a 12-2 lead, but a resilient Polish squad 
fought back to end the quarter 18-16 in their favour. By midway through the second 
quarter Poland extended the lead to 5 points (28-23), before Canada’s top guns took 
over. They outscored their opponent 16-7 in the final minutes of the half and carried 
a 39-35 lead into the break. 

With plenty of secondary scoring and displaying good all around team chemistry, 
Canada took over in the second half and never looked back. Heading into the fourth 
quarter they held a comfortable 57-47 lead.  



 

Overall Canada accumulated 27 assists – setting a new team record as the highest 
total on record since 2000. Of those, Anderson had 12 assists, which also sets the 
record for most individual assists in game since 2000.  

"We've got to go for the easiest game possible and the only way we can affect that is 
to end up first in the group, so there will be no letting up - you are still going to see 
good old Team Canada basketball tomorrow. Yes, we have booked ourselves a place 
in the quarterfinals, but it is almost like a tournament within a tournament. You 
want to finish top two in the pool to play the lower two. But you know there is good 
quality across all four spots in the other pool so that's not a guarantee of an easier 
game," said Men’s Team Canada Head Coach Jerry Tonello. 

The Canadian Men continue preliminary round action on Sunday September 2nd at 
3:15pm BST, facing-off against Germany at the Basketball Arena to decide who will 
remain the only undefeated team in Pool B. 

CANADIAN WOMEN EDGE AUSTRALIA TO CAPTURE FIRST WIN AT LONDON 
2012 

Capitalizing on the strength of their defence, the Canadian Women’s Wheelchair 
Basketball Team stormed out of the gates against Australia Saturday evening and 
hung on to win 57 – 50. An eight point run in the first quarter gave the Canucks a 14-
6 lead heading into the second frame. By halftime the Aussies had narrowed the gab 
to a single point (33-32) and the game remained close until the final minutes.  

Janet McLachlan, of Vancouver, BC sealed the victory for Canada following up back-
to-back free throws with a clutch field goal that effectively put the game out of reach 
for Australia. She finished with a game-high 28 points and 21 rebounds.  

"We have not doubted ourselves, but when you have not had that win under your 
belt, it is always there. It is in the background and it is nice to get it out of the way," 
said McLachlan. 

For the second consecutive night, McLachlan set a personal best for points in a 
single game.  Her 28 points were two better than the 26 she scored in Canada’s first 
game (a 70-59 loss to the Netherlands). Both totals are more than any other 
Canadian since Australia hosted the Paralympics in 2000. She also established new 
Canadian benchmarks by making good on Canada’s first 20/20 performance and 
most free throws in a single game since 2000. 



 

"She is a great player and tonight she had a good night. She really came through at 
crunch time. She is cool under pressure," said Canadian Head Coach Bill Johnson. 

The Canucks spread the scoring around in the first half with Katie Harnock, of 
Elmira, Ontario, leading the way with 12 points, while McLachlan had 11, and Cindy 
Ouellet, of Quebec, QC had 8 of Canada’s 33 first half points. 

Harnock finished with 14 points in the game, while Ouellet tallied 10 points and 7 
rebounds while dishing out 9 assists – also a new standard for Canada since 2000. 

The Canadian Women’s record remains split at 1-1 through two games and they will 
look to continue the win streak at the Basketball Arena on Sunday September 2nd at 
3:15 against Brazil.   

For more information on Canada’s wheelchair basketball teams at the Paralympic 
Games, visit www.wheelchairbasketball.ca/London_2012_Paralympic_Games.aspx  
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About Team Canada: 

The Senior Men’s National Team is amongst the top wheelchair basketball teams 
in the world. The Canadian Men are the defending silver medallists from the 2008 
Beijing Paralympic Games. They won back-to-back Paralympic gold medals in 2000 
and 2004 and have reached the podium at five of the last six consecutive World 
Championships. 

The Senior Women’s National Team is amongst the most successful and dominant 
teams in Canadian amateur sport history.  The team captured three consecutive 
Paralympic gold medals in 1992, 1996, and 2000, and bronze in 2004. They have 
also reached the podium at six consecutive World Championships, winning gold in 
1994, 1998, 2002 and 2006, and bronze in 2010.  

About Wheelchair Basketball Canada 

Wheelchair Basketball Canada is the national sports governing body responsible for 
the organization of wheelchair basketball in Canada. It is a non-profit, charitable 
organization that is the Canadian member to the International Wheelchair 
Basketball Federation (IWBF). 
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Wheelchair basketball is a fast-paced, hard-hitting, competitive sport that has 
emerged as one of the most competitive and athletic sports played at the Paralympic 
Games. Our senior national teams are held in high esteem around the world for the 
elite skill and control that placed them on the podium with a combined five gold and 
one silver medal in the last five Paralympic Games.  

For more information, or to schedule an interview contact: 
  
Jody Kingsbury, Manager 
Press Attaché in London 
Wheelchair Basketball Canada 
T: 07510-875-848 
jkingsbury@wheelchairbasketball.ca  

Brock Smith, Assistant 
Communications & Media Relations 
Wheelchair Basketball Canada 
T: 613-260-1296 ext. 203 
bsmith@wheelchairbasketball.ca  

    
For all the latest information follow us: 
  
Online: wheelchairbasketball.ca 
Facebook: facebook.com/wheelchairbasketball 
Twitter: twitter.com/WCBballCanada 
YouTube: youtube.com/WheelchairBball 
Flickr: flickr.com/photos/wheelchairbasketball  
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