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2012 NATIONAL WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL TEAMS NAMED

(Las Vegas, NV) Wheelchair Basketball Canada is pleased to announce the
pool of 26 athletes selected to represent Canada in 2012 as the Senior Men'’s
and Women’s National Wheelchair Basketball Teams prepare for the London
Paralympic Games.

For the first time in program history the Canadian women’s team will fully
centralize in Winnipeg, MB beginning June 4th, 2012. Fourteen women have
been named to the preliminary roster, which will be cut down to 12 athletes
in time for the London 2012 Games.

The 12 men and 14 women were selected from a pool of 37 athletes who
attended a weeklong selection camp January 9-13, 2012 in Las Vegas,
Nevada.

“We want to re-establish Canada as the world leader in wheelchair
basketball, and we are confident in the talented teams our coaches have
assembled. With the ongoing support of our key partners Own the Podium
and the Canadian Paralympic Committee we are poised for success in 2012
and beyond,” said Wheelchair Basketball Canada high performance director
Paul Zachau. (download video/audio: http://sendtonews.com)

The senior men’s team is the defending Paralympic silver medalists, and is
looking for their third gold medal and fourth consecutive podium finish in
London.

The 2012 men’s roster includes 11 returning players, 9 of whom have
Paralympic experience.

“Our goal is to win the gold in London and to do that we’ve got competitions
lined up against the best teams in the world - definitely all top 5 teams. And
we plan on pushing our athletes a lot harder over the next eight months in
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terms of fitness and tactical preparation,” said men’s head coach Jerry

Tonello.

The senior women'’s team last medalled at the Paralympics in 2004 where
they took home bronze (their fourth consecutive Paralympic podium finish
which included an unprecedented three consecutive gold finishes in 1992,

1996, and 2000).

The 2012 women'’s roster includes 11 returning players, six of who have

Paralympic experience.

“We have a good mix of experienced players and less experienced players
that are really hungry to win,” said women’s head coach Bill Johnson.

“We are looking forward to kicking off the next phase of our training toward
London. We are really confident we are on the right path and we are going to
bring home the gold medal,” said Johnson.

The 12 men and 14 women named to Team Canada are: (athletes with
Paralympic Games experience are indicated with a *)

Men:

Abdi Dini (Scarborough, ON) *
Adam Lancia (Toronto, ON) *
Brandon Wagner (Burlington, ON)
Chad Jassman (Calgary, AB)

Dave Durepos (Fredericton, NB) *
David Eng (Montreal, QC) *

Joey Johnson (Lorette, MB) *
Patrick Anderson (Fergus, ON) *
Richard Peter (Vancouver, BC) *
Robert Hedges (Wonowon, BC) *
Tyler Miller (Kitchener, ON)

Yvon Rouillard (Montreal, QC) *

Head Coach: Jerry Tonello (Toronto, ON)

Women:

Alarissa Haak (Edmonton, AB)
Ashley Baerg (Dalmeny, SK)

Cindy Ouellet (Quebec, QC) *

Elaine Allard (St. Eustache, QC)
Elisha Williams (Burnaby, BC)
Katie Harnock (Elmira, ON) *
Jamey Jewells (Donkin, NS)

Janet McLachlan (Vancouver, BC) *
Jessica Vliegenthart (Kamloops, BC)
Kendra Ohama (Calgary, AB) *
Maude Jacques (Ste-Catherine, QC)
Tamara Steeves (Mississauga, ON)
Tara Feser (St. Albert, AB) *

Tracey Ferguson (Richmond Hill, ON) *

Head Coach: Bill Johnson (Winnipeg, MB)
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About Team Canada:

The Senior Men’s National Team is amongst the top wheelchair basketball teams
in the world. The Canadian Men are the defending silver medallists from the 2008
Beijing Paralympic Games. They won back-to-back Paralympic gold medals in 2000
and 2004 and have reached the podium at five of the last six consecutive World
Championships.

The Senior Women'’s National Team is amongst the most successful and dominant
teams in Canadian amateur sport history. The team captured three consecutive
Paralympic gold medals in 1992, 1996, and 2000, and bronze in 2004. They have
also reached the podium at six consecutive World Championships.

About Wheelchair Basketball Canada

Wheelchair Basketball Canada is the national sports governing body responsible for
the organization of wheelchair basketball in Canada. It is a non-profit, charitable
organization that is the Canadian member to the International Wheelchair
Basketball Federation (IWBF).

Wheelchair basketball is a fast-paced, hard-hitting, competitive sport that has
emerged as one of the most competitive and athletic sports played at the Paralympic
Games. Our senior national teams are held in high esteem around the world for the
elite skill and control that placed them on the podium with a combined five gold and
one silver medal in the last five Paralympic Games.

For more information, visit: www.wheelchairbasketball.ca
_3 0_

Photos available through Flick’r: www.flickr.com/wheelchairbasketball
Photo credit: Wheelchair Basketball Canada.

Video / Audio clips available through SendToNews: www.sendtonews.com

For more information, or to schedule an interview contact:
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Jody Kingsbury, Manager Courtney Pollock, Assistant
Communications & Media Relations Communications & Media Relations
Wheelchair Basketball Canada Wheelchair Basketball Canada
T:613-260-1296 ext. 204 T: 613-260-1296 ext. 200
jkingsbury@wheelchairbasketball.ca cpollock@wheelchairbasketball.ca

For all the latest information follow us:

Online: wheelchairbasketball.ca

Facebook: facebook.com/wheelchairbasketball
Twitter: twitter.com/WCBballCanada

YouTube: youtube.com/WheelchairBball

Flickr: flickr.com/photos/wheelchairbasketball
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