
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
June 1, 2009 
 
2009 MEN’S AND WOMEN’S NATIONAL WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL 

TEAMS SELECTED 
 

(Ottawa, ON) – Wheelchair Basketball Canada is pleased to announce the 
names of the 24 athletes (12 men and 12 women) selected to the Men’s and 
Women’s National Wheelchair Basketball Teams following a week-long selection 
camp in Montreal, QC. 
 
Team Canada Men: 
 
The 12 players selected to the men’s team will represent Canada at a number of 
international competitions this summer including the 2009 America’s Cup 
Qualifier which they will be hosting August 23-30th, 2009 at the Richmond Oval. 
The tournament will feature the top teams in North and South America trying to 
earn their right to participate in the upcoming 2010 World Championships. 
 
The Canadian Men’s Wheelchair Basketball Team consists of: 
 
Joey Johnson * (class 4.5) - MB 
Adam Lancia * (class 4.5) - ON 
David Eng * (class 4.5) - QC 
David Durepos * (class 3.5) - NB 
Ross MacDonald (class 3.5) - BC 
Mickael Poulin (class 3.5) - QC 
Yvon Rouillard * (class 3.0) - QC 
Richard Peter * (class 2.5) - BC 
Robert Hedges * (class 2.5) - BC 
Chad Jassman (class 1.5) - AB 
Abdi Fatah Dini * (class 1.0)  - ON 
Brandon Wagner (class 1.0) – ON 
 
Head coach: Jerry Tonello – ON 
 



 

 

(* denotes returning players who competed in the 2008 Beijing Paralympics 
where Team Canada - Men won Silver): 
 
“We are excited to have selected a number of new players to the team this year 
that all have experience playing at the senior and national level,” said Jerry 
Tonello, Men’s National Team head coach.  
 
“This familiarity will bode well for us as we defend our gold medal at the world 
championships next year. I look forward to watching these players develop and 
become an integral part of our ongoing team success.” 
 
The Canadian Men’s Wheelchair Basketball Team is currently ranked #2 in the 
world. They won Silver at the 2008 Beijing Paralympic Games, and are the 
defending 2006 World Champions.  
 
Team Canada Women: 
 
The 12 players selected to the women’s team will represent Canada at a number 
of international competitions this summer including an invitational tournament 
they are hosting July 22-29th in Ottawa, ON. The four-team tournament will 
feature two of the top three women’s teams in the world. 
 
The Canadian Women’s Wheelchair Basketball Team consists of: 
 
Janet McLachlan * (class 4.5) - BC  
Tara Feser * (class 4.5) - AB 
Nancy Lafleche (class 4.0) - BC 
Cindy Ouellet * (class 3.5) - QC 
Chantal Benoit * (class 3.5) - QC 
Tracey Ferguson * (class 3.0) - ON 
Kendra Ohama * (class 2.5) - AB 
Katie Harnock * (class 2.5) - ON 
Elaine Allard (class 1.5) - QC 
Sabrina Pettinicchi * (class 1.5) - NB 
Jessica DesMazes * (class 1.0) - BC 
Lisa Franks * (class 1.0) – SK 
 
Head coach: Bill Johnson 



 

 

 
(* denotes returning players who competed in the 2008 Beijing Paralympics) 
“I am very pleased with the team we selected this year because we have a really 
exceptional group that is comprised of talented athletes with strong character,” 
said Bill Johnson, Women’s National Team head coach. 
 
“Looking up and down our roster and seeing an abundance of dedication and 
skill makes me feel really good about the short and long term future of the 
Canadian Women’s Wheelchair Basketball program.” 
 
The Canadian Women’s Wheelchair Basketball Team is the defending 2006 
World Champions. They finished 5th at the 2008 Beijing Paralympic Games. 

About Wheelchair Basketball Canada 
 
Wheelchair Basketball Canada is the national sports governing body responsible 
for the organization of wheelchair basketball in Canada. It is a non-profit, 
charitable organization that is the Canadian member to the International 
Wheelchair Basketball Federation (IWBF). Wheelchair Basketball Canada 
delivers programs and services that strengthen the sport from the grassroots 
level to high performance athlete’s competing in the Paralympic Games. 
Representatives from the Provinces elect the Board of Directors, which 
establishes policy and lends guidance to the development of wheelchair 
basketball in Canada. 
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For more information, please contact:  
Jody Kingsbury, Communications 
Wheelchair Basketball Canada  
(613) 260-1296 x204 
jkingsbury@wheelchairbasketball.ca 
 


