Wheelchair Basketball Canada

Annual General Meeting

Minutes

September 19, 2024
1:00 PM EST via teleconference
1 Call to Order & Welcome (1:04 PM EST)
Kathy Newman welcomed everyone to the AGM teleconference call and outlined the protocol that would be used during the meeting.  Wendy Gittens acted as Secretary for the meeting and the meeting was being recorded minute taking purposes.

Kathy asked Wendy to conduct the roll call
1.1
Roll Call

BCWBS – Marni Abbott (2)
WSA – Jen Sales (2)
SWSA – Andrea Muir (2)
MWSA – Joey Johnson (2)

ONPara Network – Doug Hannum  (2)

ParaSport Québec – Thomas Murphy (2)
Parasport New Brunswick - Sally Hutt (2)
Parasport and Recreation PEI – Vivian Nguyen  (2)

Board Director – Mike Longo (1)

Board Director – Jessica Vliegenthart (1)
Board Director – Thomas Soulliere (1) 

Athlete Rep – Tara Llanes (1) 
Treasurer – Michel Papillon (1)
President – Kathy Newman (1 – in case of a tie)

Non-Voting:

WBC Staff:

Chief Executive Officer - Wendy Gittens * Minutes
Program Manager – Sean Liebich 
Membership Coordinator – Kathleen O’Nyon

Marketing and Special Projects Coordinator – Tim Quinn
Partnership Lead – Ed Byers

Other:
Tammy Lyle-Gravlev – ONPara
Brayden Waterman – WSA
Christina Devine – Parasport and Recreation PEI

Regrets: 

Basketball NS – Lori Lancaster

NFLD – Raleen Baggs


Total number of votes = 22
Kathy stated as per Section 5.6 of the WBC Bylaws, “Quorum shall be those members representing a majority of votes".  She declared that there is a quorum and that the Meeting of the WBC members is in session.

2 Appointment of Scrutineer

Sean Liebich will act as the voting scrutineer for today’s meeting.  
3

Voting
We will aim to approve all matters either via ‘unanimous consent’ or via virtual ‘show of hands’.  I will utilize unanimous consent for non-contentious matters such as approval of agenda and previous minutes – this simply means that if no one objects to the approval, we can approve it unanimously without a formal motion. 

For other matters, we will use the show of hands and I will ask all voting delegates to either use the ‘raise hand’ function or to enable their video camera and physically raise their hand.  For each vote I will ask for votes ‘In Favor’ and I will ask for votes ‘Opposed’.  Please raise your hand only once and at the appropriate time.  The voting scrutineer will assist me with counting the votes if required.

If it is necessary, we may use the Simply Voting platform and our voting scrutineer is prepared to manage the platform if required.

4 
Agenda
The agenda for the meeting was circulated to all registered members in advance of the AGM.  It was asked if there were questions regarding the agenda?

4.1
Additions to Agenda

No additions were made

4.2
Approval of the Agenda

MOTION:   The agenda is approved as circulated
Doug ONPara

Jen WSA

Approved

5 
Minutes

The minutes from the September 21, 2023 members meeting had been shared in advance of the meeting.  It was asked if there were corrections to the minutes by the members?
There are no objections by the members, the minutes of the September 21, 2023 AGM.
5.1
Approval of Minutes

MOTION: The minutes are approved as circulated
Sally – NB

Andrea SWSA
5.2
Business Arising from Minutes

No business arising from minutes.
6
Reports
6.1
 Remarks from President
It’s been an extremely busy year, and I am pleased to share some of the highlights:

We were able to generate a significant amount of funding through grants including 238K in funding through community grants and accessing $617,500 Sport Canada – Community Sport for All Initiative

Here are some highlights of what the funding allowed us to do:

· purchased a database - RAMP.  

· partnerships were established in Cape Breton and Kingston Queens University plus others

· 19 coaches currently taking Competition Introduction Coaching course in Moncton including PEI, NB, and NS participants

· Additional coaching course in Ontario to support expanding clubs in Kingston and Belleville 

· 8 coaches completed the Comp Dev course and they are working on certification requirements

· delivered female only programs and development camps

· Estimated over 12,500 one time participants through Community Sport for All Grant program alone. 

· Created a learning hub which includes classification e-learning modules, 34 Introductory and learning videos and 5 minor officials e-learning modules
· Delivered ‘Have a go Days” to recruit new participants

· Hosted festivals to create awareness and recruit new participants 

· Delivered NextGen and Junior Camps 

· Alberta Northern Lights festival welcomed 14 new Minis 

· Burlington Vipers hosted 5 try it sessions over the summer after a successful GEAR day that had over 25 participants 

· Hosted 6 official’s clinics in Ottawa, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario and New Brunswick with 37 officials participating

· Supported the successful Ottawa High School Tournament which is now a standing budget item in the Ottawa Carleton School Boards sport budget

Wheelchair Basketball Week has grown to a national celebration of our game and our community. To date nearly 2500 people have participated in wheelchair basketball during Wheelchair Basketball Week and social media campaigns have amplified our message to reach half a million people.  We have earned this success together thanks to the hard work, dedication and support from all the provincial organizations and clubs across the country.

  

Wheelchair Basketball Week is designed to celebrate, support and amplify the efforts of dedicated wheelchair basketball champions, clubs and Provincial Sport organizations across the country.

This year promises to be a success and to date:
25 organizations registered

32 events

20 Community champions nominated including the Induction of Paul Bowes, from London Ontario into the WBC Hall of Fame.  Celebrations and the induction will take place this Saturday in London, Ontario.  

950 projected participants

All 10 provinces represented

2026 World Championships:

· hired an Executive Director, Cindy Burwell.  
· Completed our business and have submitted our requests to Sport Canada and the Ontario Sport Branch.  
· Soft launch of the website on the 2 year out anniversary.  
· moving forward with our sponsorship acquisition 
High Performance:

· both National teams had to attend a last chance qualifier and qualified for the Paris Paralympic Games
· some of our Sr men and women joined Canada Basketball national team athletes in a send off celebration prior to the Canada Basketball teams departing for the Olympics.
· Returning from Paris both men and women finished 4th – best performance for the men since 2012 and the women since 2004
Congratulations to all the athletes, coaches and team staff who made us so proud!  

As you can see it has been an extremely busy and productive year.  We could not do this alone.  It is a team effort from the Clubs, PSOs and National staff and board.  As a team we can accomplish so much, and I want to express my sincere thank you to ALL of you for being a part of the WBC Team.  

The members received the President’s Report.

7 
Finance
The audited financial statements for 2023-2024 were shared. The Treasurer Michel Papillon will present the statements and will answer any questions by the members.
Michel spoke to the audited financial statements going through the balance sheet and statement of operations providing details on both the revenues and expenses.  He noted there was an increase in our investment due to the positive market. He highlighted the increase in grant revenue due to successful grant applications which contributed significantly to our increase in revenue. Expenses were inline with the operational budget. 
Kathy noted that the members had received the financial report and statements.
7.1
Appointment of Auditors

MOTION:  Move to appoint Ouseley, Hanvey, Clipsham and Deep LLP as the auditors for 2024-2025 fiscal year. 
Moved:  Doug ONPara  Second: Tara VP AR
Carried

8 
Nominations Report

Kathy introduced Mike Longo, Chair of the Nominations Committee, to speak briefly to the elections and the nomination process. 
Mike Longo reviewed the call for Nominations and noted that no nominations had been received.  Thomas Soulliere agreed to allow his name to stand for re-election for another 2-year term. All candidates must be elected by Ordinary Resolution which is greater than half of the votes.  As there are less number of candidates than positions available, we can simply process a motion to accept the slate of candidates for election. A secret ballot is not required in this instance. All candidates have accepted their nomination: Thomas Soulliere.
9
Elections of Directors

Mike called for a member to move to elect the following candidates as Directors at Large to serve a two-year term:
Thomas Soulliere

Moved By: Tara

Second By: Doug

Carried

10
Closing Remarks and Adjournment
Thank you to everyone for being part of the wheelchair basketball community and doing such great work.  Extend our thanks to the staff for all their work and dedication and the board for continuing their commitment for advancing wheelchair basketball in Canada.

Exciting time as we are 2 years out of the World Championships in Ottawa.  

Kathy reminded all Directors to stay on the call for a Board meeting to appoint the Officers.

All matters of business on the agenda have been concluded and as such, a motion to adjourn is NOT required. Therefore, Kathy hereby declared that the meeting is adjourned at 1:34 pm EST. Thank you to all members for participating. 
